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The LIFE of the moſt reverend / 
Father in Gop, THOMAS, lord 
archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


Is great prelate was the ſon of 
Thomas Cranmer, eſq; a gentle- 
man of antient and wealthy fa. | 
mily, that came in with the con» ' 2 


queror ; and was born at Aſlacton, in Not- 
4inghamſhire,. July 2, 1498. His father 
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died, when he wis very young: And his 
mother, when he was fourteen years old, 
ſent him to Cambridge. He was elected 
fellow of Jeſus- college; where he was fo 
well beloved, that when his fellowſhip was 
vacant by marriage, yet his wife dying about 
a year after, the maſter and fellows choſe 
him again. This favour he fo gratefully 
acknowledged, that when he was nominated 


to a fellowſhip in cardinal Wolſey's new 


foundation at Oxon, though the ſalary was 
much more conſiderable, and the way to 
preferment more ready by the favour of the 
cardinal, he nevertheleſs declined it, and 
choſe rather to continue with his old fellow- 
collegians, who had given him fo fingular a 
proof of their affection. 

In the year 1523, he commenced doctor 


of divinity, being then in the thirty-fourth 


year of his age, and being in great eſteem 


for theological learning he was choſen reader 


of the divinity- lecture in his own college, 
and appointed by the univerſity to be one 


of the examiners of thoſe who took their 
degrees in divinity. Theſe candidates he 


examined chiefly out of the ſcriptures ; 


and finding many of them groſly ignorant 


thereof, having thrown away their time on 
the dark perplexities and uſeleſs queſtions 


of the ſchoolmen, he rejected them as in- 


_ ſufficient; 
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ſuſſicient; adviſing ther to apply them- 
ſelves cloſely to the ſtudy of the holy ſcrip- 
tures, before they came for their degrees ; it 
being ſhameful for a profeſſor of divinity to 
be unſkilled in that Book, wherein the 
knowledge of God, and the grounds of 
divinity lay. And though ſome hated him 
for this, yet the more ingenuous publickly 
returned him thanks, for having been the 
means of their great improvement in the 
ſound knowledge'of religion. | 
During his reſidence at Cambridge, the 
queſtion aroſe concerning king Henry's dt- 
vorce, and the plague breaking out in the 
univerſity about that time, he retired to 
Waltham-abbey : Where caſually meeting 
with Gardiner and Fox, the one the king's 
ſecretary, the other his almoner, and diſ- 
courſing with them about the divorce ; he 
greatly commended the expedient ſuggeſted 
to the king by cardinal Wolſey, of con- 
ſulting the divines of our own and the 
foreign univerſities ; which he thought 
would bring the matter to a ſhort iſſue, and 
be the ſafeſt and ſureſt method of giving the 
king's troubled conſcience a well-grounded 
ſatisfaction. This converſation Fox and 
Gardiner related to the king ; who imme- 
diately ſent for him to court, and admiring. 
his gravity, modeſty and learning, reſolved 
| | -- i 
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to cheriſh and promote him. Accordingly 
he made him his chaplain, and gave him a 
good benefice : He was alſo nominated by 
him to be arch-deacon of Taunton. At 
the king's command he drew up his own 
judgment of the caſe in writing; and fo 
ſolidly defended it in the 3 ſchool at 
Cambridge, that he brought over diverſe of 
the contrary part to his opinion; particularly 
five of thoſe fix doctors, who had before 
given in their judgment to the king, for the 
lawfulneſs of the pope's diſpenſation with 
marrying the brother's wife. Net, 
In a matter of fo great importance, it may 
not be improper to give an abſtract of thoſe 
arguments, to which they, who with doctor 
Cranmer favoured the divorce, grounded 
their judgment. Theſe were taken partly 
from ſcripture; partly from fathers, councils, 
and ſchoolmen. 
From ſcripture they argued, © That the 
prohibited degrees in Leviticus were not 
only . obligatory to the jewiſh nation, but 
moral precepts and the primitive laws of 
, marriage ; as appeared from the judgments 
\. denounced againſt the Canaanites for the 
violation of them, and their being ſaid to 
have polluted the land thereby ; which 
cannot be accounted for, if theſe were only 
poſitive jewiſh conſtitutions : That yes 
0 
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the brother's wife was one ; Lev. xvult, 16. 
and 20, 21. And that the breach of theſe 
precepts was Called an unclean thing, wick 
edneſs and an abomination: That the dil. 
penſation in Deuteronomy of marrying with 
the. brother's wife, only ſhewed, that the 
foundation of the law was not in its own 
nature immutable, but might be diſpenſed 
with by immediate divine revelation; but 
that it did not follow, that the pope by his 
ordinary authority could diſpenſe with it: 
And to pretend the ſenſe of the precept to 
be only a prohibition of having the father's 
wife in his life-time, was a poor low cavil, 
it being univerſally unlawful to have any 
man's wife whatever, while he was yet 
The conſtant tradition of the church was 
clear againſt the lawfulneſs of the marriage. 
Origen on Lev. xx. St. Chryſoſtom om Matt, 
xxii. and St Baſil in his epiſtle to Diodorus, 
expreſly aſſert: thefe precepts! to he obligatory 
. under the goſpel; and in the Latin church, 
St. Ambroſe, Jerome and Auſtin were of the 
fame opinion. And Tertullian, who lived 
within an age after the apoſtles, ih his fourth 
book againſt Marcion, affirms, that the law 
of not marrying the brother's wife does ſtill 
oblige chriſtians, Pope Gregory the Great, 
76th had 
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had given the ſame determination, in an- 
{wer to Auſtin the firſt archbiſhop of Can- 


terbury; and directed him to adviſe all, 


who had married their brother's wife, to 
look on the marriage as a moſt grievous fin: bp 


and to ſeparate from her ſociety.” Other 


Popes had declared themſelves of the fame 
judgment ; and particularly Innocent the 
third had wrote with great vehemence againſt 
ſuch marriages.” 

To theſe were added many teſtimonies 
from the writers of later ages, and the 
ſchoolmen and canoniſts ; but the judgment 
of the pureſt antiquity 'being ſo full and 
expreſs, I ſhall paſs them ober, as leſs ma- 
terial; only obſerving, that on the cont 
ſide none could be produced, before Wick- 


lüffe and Cajetan, who looked on theſe 


— as only branches of the judicial 
w of the Jews. 

e The ſecond canon of the council of 
Neo-czfarea decrees, that if a woman were 
married to two brothers, ſhe ſhould be ex- 
communicated till death ; and that the man 
who married his brother's: wife, ſhould be 
anathematized : Which was confirmed in a 


\ council held by pope Gregory the ſecond. 


The fifty-firſt canon of the council at Agde 
reckons the marriage with his brother's wife 


among inceſtuous marriages ; and _— 
at 
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that all ſuch marriages are null, and the 

ies ſo contracting to be excommunicated 
till they ſeparate from each other. And the 
contrary doctrine and error of Wickliffe had 
been condemned, not only in convocation 
at London and Oxon, but in the general 
council of Conſtance.” 5 0 . 

And becauſe ſome endeavours were uſed 
to evade all this by a pretence, that the 
marriage with prince Arthur was never con- 
ſummated; it was farther alledged, that 
conſummation was not neceſſary to make 
a marriage complete, as might be inferred 
from Deut. xxii. 24. where the woman, 
who was only eſpouſed to a man, if ſhe 
admitted another to her bed, is commanded 
to be ſtoned as an adultereſs; and the man 
is ſaid to have humbled his neighbour's wife: 
And though Joſeph had never conſummated 
the marriage with the bleſſed virgin, yet it 
appears from Matt. i. 19. that he could not 
put her away, without a ſolemn bill of 
divorce,” 

But in this caſe, there was not the leaſt 
ground to imagine, that the marriage had 
not been conſummated. The marriage-bed 

was ſolemnly bleſſed when they were put 
into it; they were ſeen publickly in bed 
together,” for ſeveral days after. The 
Spaniſh embaſſador had, by his .maſter's 

"= order, 
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order, taken proofs of the conſummation 
of the marriage, and ſent them into Spain: 
And the young prince, who was then fix- 

teen, had by many expreſtions given his 
ſervants cauſe to believe, that it was eon- 
ſummated the firſt night. Nay it was 
thought, that his too early marriage haſtened 
his death, he having been ſtrong, vigorous 
and healthy before it; but afterwards de- 
clined apace, which was attributed to his 
being too uxorious. After his death, his 
brother was not created prince of Wales, 
till ten months were elapſed, that they 
might be certain that the. princeſs was not 
with child, before they conferred that honour 
upon him. She herſelf never {aid any thing 
then to the contrary ; and in the petition 
offered to the pope in her name, as, repeated 
in his bull, it is faid, that the marriage 
was perhaps conſummated : Nay farther, 
in the pope's brief, it is plainly — 
that the marriage was conſummated by 
carnal copulation. 

In the year 1530, doctor Cranmer was 
ſent by the king to diſpute on this ſubject 
at Paris, Rome, and in other foreign parts. 
At Rome he delivered his book to the 
and offered to juſtify it in a publick diſ- 
putation: But after ſundry promiſes and 
appointments, none appeared to oppoſe him 


publickly; 
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Py and in more private conferences 
e forced them to confeſs, that the marriage 
was contrary to the law of God. The pope 
conſtituted Him penitentiary general of Eng- 
land, and diſmiſſed him. In Germany, he 
gave full ſatisfaction to many learned men, 
who were before of a contrary perſuaſion; 
and prevailed on the famous Oftander, to 
declate the king's marriage unlawful, in his 
treatiſe of inceſtuous marriages, and to draw 
up a form of direction, how the king's 
proceſs ſhoald be managed; which was ſent 
over to England. Before he left Germany, 
he was married to Ofiander's niece ; whom, 
when he returned from his embaſſy, he 
did not take over with him, but ſent for 
her privately in 1534. | | 
In Auguſt 1532, archbiſhop Warham 
departed this life; and the king, thinking 
Dr Cranmer the moſt proper perſon to ſuc- 
ceed him in the ſee of Canterbury, wrote 
to him to haſten home, concealing the 
reafon : But Cranmer gueſſing at it, and 
defirous to decline the ſtation, moved ſlowly 
on; in hopes that the ſee might be filled, 
before his arrival. But all this backwardneſs, 
and the excuſes which his great modeſty 
and humility prompted him to make, when 
after his return, the king opened his re- 
ſolution. to him, ſerved only to raiſe the 
king's opinion of his merit; ſo that at _ 
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he found himſelf obliged to ſubmit, and 
undertake the weighty charge. 

The pope, notwithſtanding Cranmer was 
a man very unacceptable to Rome, diſ- 
patched eleven Bulls to complete his cha- 


racter. By the firſt, which is directed to 


the king, he is, on his nomination, pro- 
moted to the ſee of Canterbury ; by the 

ſecond, directed to himſelf, notice is given 
him of this promotion ; the third abſolves 
him from all cenſures ; the fourth was ſent 


to the ſuffragans ; the fifth to the dean and 


chapter ; the ſixth to the clergy of Can- 


terbury; the ſeventh to all the laity ; the 


eighth to all that held lands of the ſee, 
requiring them to acknowledge him as arch- 
biſhop ; by the ninth his conſecration is 
ordered, upon taking the oath in the 

tifical ; by the tenth the pall was ſent him; 


and by the eleventh, the archbiſhop of 


York, and biſhop of London, were ordered 
to put it on. Theſe bulls, the archbiſhop 
according to cuſtom received; but imme- 
diately ſurrendred them to the king, be- 
cauſe he would not acknowledge the pope's 
power of conferring eccleſiaſtical dignities 
in England, which he eſteemed the king's 

ſole right. 
He was conſecrated on March 30, 1533, 
by John Longland biſhop of Lincoln, John 
Voicy 
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Voicy biſhop of Exon, and Henry Standiſh 
biſhop of St Aſaph : And becauſe in the 
oath of fidelity to the pope, which he was 
obliged to take before his conſecration, there 
were ſome things ſeemingly inconſiſtent 
with his allegiance to the king, he made a 
publick proteſtation, that he intended not 
to take the oath in any other ſenſe than 
that, which was reconcileable to the laws 
of God, the king's juſt prerogative, and the 
ſtatutes of this kingdom; ſo as not to bind 
himſelf thereby, to act contrary to any of 
theſe. This Proteſtation he renewed, when 
he was to take another oathr to the pope, 
at his receiving the pall; and both times 
defired the protonotary to make a publick 
inſtrument of his proteſtation, and the 

perſons 23 a © BE 
The firſt ſervice the Archbiſhop did for 
the king, was pronouncing the ſentence of 
his divorce from queen Catherine, which 
was done May 23. Gardiner biſhop of 
Wincheſter, and the biſhops of London, 
Bath and Lincoln being in' commiſſion with 
him. The queen, after three citations, 
neither appearing in perſon, nor by proxy, 
was declared contumax ; the depoſitions re- , 
lating to the conſurnmation of the marriage 
with prince Arthur, were read, together 
with the provinces of Canterbury and York, 
and the opinions of the moſt noted canoniſts 
and 
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and divines in favour of the divorce: And 
the archbiſhop, with the unanimous conſent 
of the reſt of the commiſſioners, pronounced 
the marriage between the king and queen 
Catherine null, and of no force from the 
beginning; and declared them ſeparated and 
divorced from each other, and at liberty to 
engage with whom they pleaſed. In this 
affair the archbiſhop proceeded, only upon 

what had been already concluded by — 
univerſities, convocations, &c. and did no 
more than put their deciſions into a form of 
law. On the 28th of May he held another 
court at Lambeth, in which he confirmed 
the king's marriage with Anna Boleyn. 

The pope, alarmed at theſe proceedings, 
by a publick inſtrument declared the divorce 
null and void, and threatened to excom- 
municate the archbiſhop, unleſs he would 
revoke all that he had done: er ow 
the archbiſhop appealed from the pope to 
the next general council, lawfally called; 
and ſent the appeal under his ſeal to Bonner, 
deſiring him and Gardiner, to acquaint the 

with it, in ſuch a manner, as they 
thought moſt expedient. 

On the 7th of September, the new queen 
was delivered of a daughter, who was bap- 
tized the Wedneſday following, and named 
Elizabeth, . archbiſhop Cranmer ſtanding 
Godfather. 

When 
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When the ſupremacy came under debate, 
and the uſurped power of the biſhop of 
Rome was called in queſtion, the archbiſhop 

anſwered all the arguments brought in de- 
' fence of the papal tyranny, with ſuch 
ſtrength and perſpicuity, and ſo ſolidly 
confuted its advocates from the word of 
God, and the univerfal conſent of the 
primitive church ; that the foreign power 
was, without ſcruple, aboliſhed by full 
conſent in parliament and convocation. The 
deſtruction of this uſurped juriſdiction Cran- 
mer had prayed for many years, as himſelf 
declared in a ſermon at Canterbury; becauſe 
it was the occaſion of many 'things being 
done contrary to the honour of God, and 
the good of this realm; and he perceived 
no hopes of amendment while it continued. 
This he now ſaw happily effected; and 
ſoon after, he ordered an alteration to be 
made in the archiepiſcopal titles, inſtead of 
Apoſtolicæ ſedis legatus, ſtyling himſelf Me- 
tropolitanus. 

The king, whoſe ſupremacy was now 
almoſt as univerſally acknowledged, as the 
pope's had been before, looked on the 
monaſteries with a jealous eye; theſe he 
thought were by their privileges of ex- 
emption engaged to the ſee of Rome, and 
would prove a body of reſerve for the 

| 3 
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pope, always ready to appear in the quarrel, 
and to ſupport his claim. This, it is 
probable, was the chief motive which in- 
clined the king to think of diffolving them : 
And Cranmer being conſulted on this head, 
approved of the reſolution. He ſaw how 
inconſiſtent thoſe foundations were with the 
reformation of religion, which he then had 
in view; and propoſed, that out of the 
revenues of the monaſteries, the king ſhould 
found more biſhopricks; that the dioceſes 
being reduced into leſs compaſs, the biſhops 
might the better diſcharge their duty ac- 
cording to ſcripture and private practice. 
He hoped alſo, that from theſe ruins there 
would be new foundations erected in every 
cathedral, to be nurſeries of learning, under 
the inſpection of the biſhop, for the uſe 
and benefit of the whole dioceſe. But 
theſe noble deſigns were unhappily defeated, 
by the ſiniſter arts of ſome avaricious 
courtiers, who, without fear of the divine 
vengeance, or regard to the good of the 
publick, ſtudied only how facrilegiouſly to 
raiſe. their own fortunes out of the church's 
ſpoils. 

When queen Anna Boleyn was ſent 
to the Tower, on a ſudden jealouſy of 
the king, the archbiſhop was greatly con- 
cerned for her misfortune, and did his 
25 utmoſt 
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utmoſt endeavour to aſſiſt her in her diſtreſs. 
He wrote a conſolatory letter to the king, 
in which, after having recommended to him 
an equality of temper, and reſignation to 
providence, he put him in mind of the great 
obligations he had received from the queen, 
and endeavoured to diſpoſe the king to 
clemency and a good humour. Finally, he 
moſt humbly implored him, that however 
unfortunate the iſſue of this affair might 
prove, that he would ſtill continue his love 
to the goſpel; leſt it ſhould be thought, 
that it was for her fake only, that he had 
favoured it. But neither this letter of the 
archbiſhop, nor another very moving one 
wrote with her own hand, made the leaſt 
impreſſion upon the king: For her ruin 
was decreed, and (after Cranmer had de- 
clared her marriage with the king null and 
void, upon her confeſſion of a præ- contract 
with the earl of Northumberland) ſne was 
tried in the Tower, and executed on the 
19th of May, 1536. 
In 1537, the archbiſhop, with the joint 
authority of the biſhops, ſet forth that va- 
luable book, intitled, © The Inſtitution of 
2 chriſtian man.” This book was compoſed 
in convocation ; and drawn up for a di- 
rection to the biſhops and clergy. It con- 
| rains : ah explication of the creed, the Lord's- 
S Prayer, 
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Prayer, the Ave-Maria, Juſtification and 


| P urgatory. This was a great ſtep towards 
| | the future reformation ; for in this book the 


univerſal paſtorſhip of the biſhop of Rome is 
declared to have no foundation in the word 
of God; the church of England is aſſerted 
to be as truly and properly a catholick and 
apoſtolick church, as Ty of Rome, or any 
other church where the apoſtles perſonally 
F .refided ; and all churches are affirmed * 
| equal in power and dignity, built upon the 

| ſame ae. 1 the ſame Spirit, 
| and on as good grounds expecting the ſame 
| glorious immortality.— In the article of the 
| ſacrament of the altar, though the corporal 
. preſence is aſſerted, yet it is only faid, that 
this ſacrament is to be uſed with © all due 
| reverence and honour,” without any mention 
of the adoration of the elements. The. ſu- 
perſtitious notions of the people concerning 

the ceremonies and injunctions of the church, 
in thinking them of ſtricter obligation than 
moral duties, are cenſured, _ In the expo- 
ſition of the ſecond comm andment, bowing 
. dovyn to, or worſhipping of images, is expreſly 
| condemned. The invocation of ſaints is re- 
ſtrained to begging their interceſſion for us; 
and health of body and mind, remiſſion of 
ſin, grace and future happineſs, are ſaid to 
be above the diſpoſal of created beings; and 
bleſſings, for the obtaining which, we muſt 
apply 
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apply only to God Almighty. The clergy 
are forbid to pretend to temporal juriſdiction, 
independent on the civil magiſtrate ; paſſive 
obedience is aſſerted without reſtriction; and 
all reſiſtance, on what pretence ſoever, con- 
demned. The people are cautioned againſt 
miſtaking the Ave Maria for a prayer, which 
is only an hymn of praiſe. Juſtification is 
attributed to the merits and ſatisfaction of 
Jeſus Chriſt ALovRE, excluſive of the merit of 

good works: and the pope's pardon, maſſes at 
Scala Cali, or before any celebrated images, 
are declared. unprofitable to deliver ſouls out 
of the middle ſtate of puniſhment ; con- 
cerning the nature and degrees of which 
it is affirmed, that we have no certainty 


f 4 , 


from revelation. 
Archbiſhop Cranmer, from the day of his 
promotion to the ſee of Canterbury, had 
continually employed his thoughts on getting 
the ſcriptures tranſlated into Engliſh: He 
had often ſollicited his majeſty about it, and, 
at length obtained a grant that they might 
be tranſlated and printed, For want of good 
poper in England, the copy was ſent to 
aris ; and by Bonner's means a licence was 
procured for printing it there. As ſoon as 
ſome of the copies came to the archbiſhop's 
hands, he ſent one to the lord Cromwel, 
deſiring him to preſent it in his name to the 
G 
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king, importuning him to intercede with his 

majeſty, that by his authority all his ſub- 
jects might have the liberty of uſing it 
without c conſtraint ; which lord Cromwel ac- 
cordingly did, and the king readily aſſented. 
Injunctions were forthwith publiſhed, requir- 
ing an Engliſh Bible of the largeſt ſize to be 
procured for the uſe of every pariſh church, 
at the expence of the miniſter and church- 
wardens ; and prohibited all diſcouraging the 
people from reading or hearing the ſcriptures. 
The book was received with inexpreſſible 
joy; every one that was able, purchaſed the 
ſame ; and the poor greedily flocked to hear 
it read. Some perſons in years learned to 
read on purpoſe that they might peruſe it; 
and even little children crowded with eager-" 
neſs to hear it. 
The archbiſhop was not yet convinced 
of the falſeneſs of the abſurd doQrine of 
tranſubſtantiation, but continued a ſtiff main- 
tainer of the corporal preſence ; as appears 
from his being unhappily concerned in the 
profecution of Lambert, who was burnt, 
November the 2oth, 1538. for denying 
tranſubſtantiation. 
In 1539, the archbiſhop and the other 
biſhops, who favoured a reformation, fell 
under the king's diſpleaſure ; becauſe they 
could not be perſuaded, to give their aſſent 
| in 
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in parliament, that the king ſhould have all 
the revenues of the monaſteries which were 


ſuppreſſed, to his own ſole uſe. They had 


been prevailed upon to conſent, that he 


ſhould have all the lands which his anceſtors 
gave to any of them; but the reſidue they 


would have beſtowed on hofpitals, ſchools, 


and others pious and charitable foundations. 
Gardiner, biſhop of Wincheſter, and the 
reſt of the popiſh faction, took this op- 
en to inſinuate themſelves, by their 


ypocriſy and flattery, into the king's favour, 
and to incenſe him againſt the archbiſhop. 
This is thought to have been the cauſe 
of the king's zeal, in preſſing the bill con- 


taining the ſix bloody articles ; by which none 
were allowed to ſpeak againſt tranſubſtan- 
tiation, on pain of being burnt as hereticks, 
and forfeiting their goods and chattels, 
as in caſe of treaſon : It was alſo thereby 
made felony, and forfeiture of lands and 
goods, to defend the communion in both 
kinds, or marriage of the clergy, or thoſe 
who had vowed celibacy, or to ſpeak againſt 
private maſſes and auricular confeſſion. 

The archbiſhop argued boldly in the houſe 
againſt the fix articles, three days together ; 
and that fo ſtrenuouſly, that though the king 
was ſo obſtinate in paſſing the act, yet he 
deſired a copy of his reaſons againſt it ; and 

CONT; ſhewed 
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fans no reſentment towards him for his 

poſition tg it. The king would have per- 
footed him to withdraw out of the houſe, 
fince he, could, not vote for the bill; but 
after a decent excuſe, he told his majeſty, | 
that ' he. thought himſelf obliged in con- 
ſcience, to ſtay and ſhew his diſſent. When 
the bill. pate, he Hts by n againſt 


my. The 

is probity and 

cou * ſent the dukes of Norfolk and, Suf- 
folk, and the lord Cromwel, to acquaint him 
with the eſteem % had for him, and. to 
aſſure, him of his avour, notwithſtandip 6 
the paſſing of the act, ” 
In. 1540, the king iſſueg, out a, com. 
miſſion, to the archbiſhop, yd a, ſelect 
number of biſhops, to inſpe into matters 
of religion, and explain ſome of the chief 
doctrines of it. The biſhops drew up a ſet 
of articles fayouring the old popiſh ſuper- 
ſtitioys; and meeting at Lambeth, vehe- 
mently urged the archbiſhop, that they 


might be eſtabliſhed, it being the king's will 
oF pleaſure. But neither by fear nor 


flattery, could they by revail upon him to 


conſent to it; no, ough his friend the | 
lord Cromwel lay then in the Tower, and 


himſelf was ſuppoſed to loſe ground, daily 
| -* . more 
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more and more in the king's affections. 85 
went Himſelf to the , and expoſtulated 
with him, and ſo 'wtotig it upon him „ that 
he joined with the archbiſhop Aut the 
reſt of the oommiſſioners; and the bock of 


articles was drawn up and paſſed according 


to Cranmer's j admit 
In this year the 4 volume of the 


'Enz glich bible was ' publiſhed, With an ex- 
alknt preface of the archbiſhop) 8 prefixed 
to it; and Bonner. then newly 2 
bimop of London, "et up fix of them in the 
"moſt convenient places of his cathedral' of 
St Paul's, for cb Peop ple to reſort unto and 
read. So different were his ſentimients then, 
from what he after wards appeared in queen 
Mary's da 

After the fall of the lord Ctomwel, arch- 
biſhop Cranmer, obſerving the reſtleſs ſpirit 
of his adyerſaries, and how they lay = 
the watch for an op . pl to bring 
into trouble; thought it prudent to retite 
for a ſeaſon, and to live i i as great privacy 
as the duties of his ſtation would permit 
him. Notwithſtanding which, his im- 
placable enemy, biſhop Gardiner, was daily 
_ contriving his ruine; and he having procured 
one Sir John Goſtwicke to accuſe the arch- 
' biſhop” in' parliament, of encoutagin == novel 
oplalshe, And making his family 
of hereſy and edition; divers 25 2 K the 


privy 
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privy council moved the king to commit the 


archbiſhop to the Tower, till enquiry ſhould 
be made into the truth of this 2 e 


The king, who perceived that there was 


more malice than truth in theſe clamours 


againſt Cranmer; one evening, under pretence 


of diverting himſelf on the water, ordered 


his barge to be rowed to Lambeth ſide. 


The archbiſhop's ſervants acquainting their 


lord of his majeſty's being ſo near, his lord- 
ſhip came to the water-ſide, to pay his re- 
ſpects to the king, and to invite him into 


his palace. The king commanded the arch- 


biſhop to come into the barge, and made 


him fit down cloſe by him; having ſo done, 


the king began to complain to him, of the 
nation's being over-run with hereſy and new 


notions of divinity, which he had reaſon to 
fear might be of dangerous conſequence, 


and that the faction might in time break 
out into a civil war, and be the cauſe of 
much blood-ſhed, and the total ruin of many 
of his honeſt and peaceable ſubjects. To 
prevent which, his majeſty told him, he 
was reſolved to ſeek after the grand in- 
cendiary, and to take him off by ſome ex- 
emplary puniſhment. And then proceeded 


to aſk the archbiſhop what his opinion was 


of ſuch a reſolution. Though Cranmer 


ſoon ſmelt the meaning of that queſtion, 


"yet 
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yet he freely, and without the leaſt ap- 


pearance of concern, replied ; that his ma- 


jeſty's reſolution was greatly to be com- 
mended ; and that not only the prime in- 
cendiary, but alſo the reſt of the factious 
hereticks ought to be made publick ex- 
amples to the terror of others : But then he 
cautioned the king, not to charge thoſe with 
hereſy, who made the divinely- inſpired ſcrip- 
tures the rule of their faith, and could prove 
their doctrines by clear teſtimonies from the 


word of God. Upon this, the king came 


cloſer, and plainly told him, he had been 
informed by many, that he was the grand 
hereffarch, who encouraged all this hetero- 
doxy, and that his authority had occaſioned 
the fix articles to be conteſted fo publickly 
in his province. The archbiſhop modeſtly 
replied, that he could not acknowledge 
himſelf to be of the ſame opinion, in reſpect 
of thoſe articles, as he had declared himſelf of, 
when the bill was paſſing; but that notwith- 
ſtanding he was not conſcious to himſelf, of 
having offended againſt the act. Then the 
king, putting on an air of pleaſantry, aſked 
him, whether his bed-chamber would ſtand 
the teſt of thoſe articles; the archbiſhop 
_ gravely and ingenuouſly confeſſed, that he 


was married in Germany during his embaſſy 


at the emperor's court, before his promotion 
' . x to 
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to the ſec of Canterbury; but, at the ſame 
time, aſſured the king, that on the paſſing 
that act, he had parted with his wife, and 
ſent her abroad to her friends. His an- 
ſwering thus, without evaſion or reſerve, ſo 
pleaſed the king, that he now pulled off 
the maſk, and aſſured him of his favour ; 
and then freely told him of the information 
preferred againſt him, and who they were 
that pretended to make it good, The arch- 
biſhop ſaid, that he was not afraid of the 
ſtricteſt ſcrutiny ; and therefore was willing 
to ſubmit himſelf to a legal trial. The kin 
aſſured him, he would put the cauſe into his 
own hands, and truſt him entirely with the 
management of it. This the archbiſhop re- 
monſtrated, would be cenſured as partiality, 
and the king's juſtice called in queſtion : but 
his majeſty had ſo ſtrong an epinion of 
Cranmer's integrity, that he was reſolved ta 
leave it to his conduct; and having farther 
aſſured him of the entire confidence he 
repoſed in him, diſmiſſed him. 

The archbiſhop immediately ſent down 
his vicar-geperal, and principal regiſtrary to 
Canterbury, to make a thorough enquiry 
into the affair, and trace the progreſs of this 
plot againſt him. In the mean time his ad- 
verſaries importunately preſſed the king ta 
ſend him to priſon, and oblige him to 

| anſwer 


The Lies of Atchviſhop Craxnen, 27 
anſwer to the charge of herefy. At length 
his majeſty refigned ſo far to their ſofhici= 
tations, as to conſent, that if the archbiſhop 
could fairly be proved guilty of any one 
crime againſt either church or ſtate, he 
ſhould be ſent to priſon: In this the King 
acted the politician, intending, by thus ſeem- 
ingly giving countenance to the proſecution, 
to diſcover who were Cranmer's chief adver- 
faries, and what was the length of their defigr 
againſt him. At midnight he ſent a . 
man of his privy- chamber to Lambeth, to 
fetch the archbiſhop; and when he was 
come, told him, how he had been daily 
importuned, to commit him to priſon, as a 
favourer of herefy; and how far he had com- 
plied. The archbiſhop thanked his majeſty 
tor this timely notice, and declared himſelf 
willing to go to prifon, and ſtand a trial ; 
for being conſcious that he was not guilty of 
any offence, he thought that the beft way to 
clear his innocence, and remove alt un- 
rcaſonable and groundleſs ſuſpicions. ; 

The king admiring his fimplicity, told 
him, he was in the wrong to rely ſo much 
on his innocence ; for if he were once under 
a cloud, and hurried to priſon, there would 
be villains enough to ſwear any thing againſt 
him ; but while he was at liberty, and his 
character intire, it would not be ſo eaſy to 

D 2 ſuborn 
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ſuborn witneſſes againſt him. And there- 
fore, continued he, ſince your own un- 
guarded fimplicity, makes you leſs cautious 
than you ought to be, I will ſuggeſt to 
you the means of your preſervation. To- 
morrow you. will be ſent for to the privy- 
council, and ordered to priſon ; * this 
you are to requeſt, that ſince you have the 
honour to be one of the board, you may be 
admitted unto the council, and the informers 
againſt you brought face to face ; and then 
if you cannot clear yourſelf, you are willing 
to go to. priſon : If this reaſonable requeſt _ 
is denied you, appeal to Me, and give them 
this ſign, that you have my authority for 
ſo doing.” Then the king took a ring of 
great value off his finger, gave it to the 
. archbiſhop, and diſmiſſed him. 

The next morning, the archbiſhop was 
ſummoned to the privy-council ; and when 
he came there, was denied admittance into 
the council-chamber. When Dr Butts, one 
of the king's phyſicians, heard of this, he 
came to the archbiſhop, who was waiting in 
the lobby amongſt the footmen, to ſhew his 

= reſpect, and to protect him from inſults. 
0 The king ſoon after ſending for the doctor, 
| he acquainted his majeſty with the ſhameful 
indignity put upon the archbiſhop. The 

king, incenſed, that the PRIMATE OF ALL 

ENGLAND 
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ENGLAND. ſhould: be uſed in ſo contume- 
lious a manner, immediately ſent to com- 
mand them to admit the archbiſhop into the 
council-chamber. At his entrance he was 
faluted with an heavy accuſation, of having 
infected the whole realm with hereſy ; and 
commanded to the Tower, till the whole of 
this charge was thoroughly examined. The 
archbiſhop deſired to ſee the informers 
againſt him, and to have the liberty of de- 
fending himſelf before the council, and not 
to be ſent to priſon on bare ſuſpicion. But 
when this was abſolutely denied him, and 
finding that neither arguments nor intreaties 
would prevail, he appealed to the king; and 
producing the ring he had given him, put 
a ſtop to their proceedings. When they 
came before the king, he ſeverely repri- 
manded them, expatiated on his obligations 
to Cranmer for his fidelity and integrity ; 
and charged them, if they had any affection 
for him, to expreſs it, by their love and 
kindneſs to the archbiſhop. Cranmer having 
eſcaped the ſnare, never ſhewed the leaſt 
reſentment for the injuries done him ;. and 
from this time forwards, had fo great a ſhare 
in the king's, favour, that nothing farther 
was attempted againſt him. 
_ - Theſe troubles of the good archbiſhop are 
ſomewhat differently related by doctor Burnet 
and 
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and Mr Strype ; but I rather chuſe to follow 
archbiſhop Parker's account, who living in 
thoſe times, muſt be allowed to be a mnch 
better — in things of this nature, 
than any who live at ſo great a diſtance. 
The archbiſhop's vicar-general and re- 
giſter, being found negligent and dilatory, 
the king ſent doctor Lee privately to Can- 
terbury, to examine into this conſpiracy 
againſt the archbiſhop, and make his report 
of what he could diſcover. On a ſtrict 
* enquiry, he found letters from biſhop Gar- 
diner's ſecretary, by which it appeared, that 
that prelate had been the principal promoter 
of this proſecution againſt Cranmer. When 
the biſhop of Wincheſter perceived, that his 
deſigns againſt the archbiſhop were detected, 
fearing the conſequence, he wrote him a 
very humble penitent letter, in which he 
acknowledged himſelf to have been guilty 
of great folly in giving credit to thoſe 
flanderous reports, which were raiſed againſt 
the archbiſhop, as if he had been a favourer 
of hereſy and falſe doctrines ; declaring, that 
N he was now intirely ſatisfied, that theſe 
F. accuſations were wholly falſe and groundleſs; 
f aſking pardon in moſt ſubmiſſive and affec- 
tionate terms, for his great raſhnefs and un- 
dutifulneſs, and promiſing all future obe- 
dience and fidelity to the archbiſhop, whom 
| he 
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he ſtiled his good and gentle father. On 
the reception of this letter, the archbiſhop, 
laying aſide all reſentment againſt him, re- 
foro to forget what was paſt; and faid, 
ſince Gardiner called him father, he would 
prove a father to him indeed : And when 
the king would have laid the biſhop of Win- 
cheſter's letter before the houſe of lords, 
Cranmer prevailed with him, not to give the 
biſhop any trouble about it, but to let the 
matter drop. 3 F | 

The ſame lenity he ſhewed towards doctor 
Thornton, the ſuffragan of Dover, and 
doctor Barbar; who though entertained in 
his family, and entruſted with his ſecrets, 
and indebted to him for many favours, had 
ungratefully conſpired with Gardiner, to take 
away his life, When he firſt diſcovered their 
treachery, he took them aſide into his ſtudy, 
and telling them that he had been baſely and 
falſly abuſed by ſome, in whom he had always 
repoſed the greateſt confidence, deſired them 
to adviſe him, how he ſhould behave him- 
ſelf towards them. They not ſuſpecting to 
be concerned in the queſtion, replied, that 
ſych vile abandoned villains ought to be pro- 
ſecuted with the utmoſt rigor ; nay, de- 
ſerved to die without mercy. At this the 
archbiſhop, lifting up his hands to heaven, 
cried out, © Merciful God, whom may a 


man 
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man truſt! and then 4 ulling out of his 
boſom the letters, by Which he had dif- 
covered their treachery,” aſked them if they 


knew thoſe papers. When they ſaw their 


own letters produced againſt them, they 


were in the utmoſt confuſion, and falling 
down on their knees, humbly ſued for 
forgiveneſs. The archbiſhop told them, that 


he forgave them, and would pray for them ; 


but that they muſt not expect him mY to 
truſt them for the future. 


And now I am upon this ſubject of the 
archbiſhop”: s readineſs to forgive. and forget 


injuries, I cannot but take notice of a plea- 
fant ſtory which happened ſome time before 
this: The archbiſhop's firſt wife, whom he 


married at Cambridge, lived at the Dolphin- 


inn; and he often reſorting thither on that 


account, the popiſh party had raiſed A ſtory, 


that he was, oftler of that inn, and never 
had the benefit of a learned education. 
This idle ſtory a Yorkſhire prieſt had with 


great confidence aſſerted, in an ale- houſe, 
which he uſed to frequent; ; railing at the 
archbiſhop, and ſaying, that he had no more 


learning than a gooſe. Some of the pariſh, 


who' had a reſpect for Cranmer's character, | 


informed the lord Cromwell of this, who 
immediately ſent for the prieſt, and com- 


mitted 
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- mitted him to the Fleet-priſon. When he 

had been there nine or ten weeks, he ſent a 
relation of his ta the archbiſhop, to beg his 

pardon, and humbly ſue to him for a diſ- 
charge. The archbiſhop inſtantly ſent for 
him, and after a gentle reproof, aſked the 
prieſt, whether he knew him ? to which he 
anſwered, no; the archbiſhop expoſtulated 
with him, why he ſhould then make fo 
free with his character. The prieſt excuſed 
himſelf by his being in drink : But this, 
Cranmer told him, was a double fault ; and 
then let him know, that if he had a mind 
to try what a ſcholar he was, he ſhould have 
liberty to oppoſe him, in whatever ſcience 
he pleaſed. The prieſt humbly aſked his 
pardon, . and confeſſed himſelf to be very 
ignorant, and to underſtand nothing but his 
mother- tongue. No doubt then, faid 
Cranmer, you are well verſed in the Engliſh 
Bible, and can anſwer any queſtion out of 
that: pray tell me who was David's father ?” 
The prieſt ſtood {till a-while, to conſider ; 
but at laſt told the archbiſhop, he could not 
recolle& his name. Tell me then, fays 
Cranmer, who was Solomon's father ?” The 
poor prieſt replied, That he had no ſkill in 
genealogies, and could not tell. Then the 
archbiſhop adviſed him to frequent ale- 


houſes leſs, and his ſtudy more; and ad- 
E moniſhed 
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moniſhed him, not to accuſe others for 
Want of learning, till he was maſter of ſome 
himſelf; diſcharged him out of cuſtody, and 
ſent him home to his cure. 
Thus much may ſuffice concerning the 
clemency and charitable forgiving temper of 
the archbiſhop. He was much blamed by 
many for his too great lenity; which, it was 
thought, encouraged the popiſh faction to 
make freſh attempts againſt him. The king, 
obſerving their implacable hatred towards 
him, and the perils to which he was ex- 
poſed, on account of the zeal for the refor- 
mation of thoſe abuſes under which the 
church groaned, changed his coat of arms, 
from three cranes, to three pelicans ; thereby 
- Intimating to him, that he muſt, like the 
pelican, ſhed his blood for his ſpiritual chil- 
dren's benefit, if it ſhould'pleaſe God to call | 
him thereto. 
And now the archbiſhop, fading the 
juncture ſomewhat favourable, argued againſt 
the ſanguinaty act of the ſix articles, in the 
parliament-houſe, and preſſed for a mitigation 
of its ſeverity ; and made ſuch an impreſſion 
on the king, and the temporal lords, by his 
ſtrong and perſuaſive reaſoning, that they 
agreed to moderate the rigour of the ſtatute, 
Soon after, the king prepared- for an ex- 
pedition againſt France, and ordered a litany 
to 
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to be ſaid for a bleſſing on his arms, the 
archbiſhop prevailed with him to let it be 
ſet forth in Engliſh ; the ſervice in an un- 
known tongue, making the people negligent 
in coming. to church. This, with the pro- 
hibition of ſome ſuperſtitious and unwarrant- 
able cuſtoms, touching vigils and the worſhip 
of the croſs, was all the progreſs the re- 
formation made, during the reign of king 
Henry: For the intended reformation of the 
canon law, was, by the craft of - biſhop 
Gardiner, ſuppreſſed for reaſons of ſtate ; ' 
and the king, towards the latter end of 
his life, ſeemed to have a ſtrong byaſs 
towards the popiſh ſuperſtitions, and to 
frown on all attempts of a reformation. _ 
On the 28th of January, 1546, king 
Henry departed this life; and was ſucceeded 
by his only ſon Edward, who was godſon 
to the archbiſhop, and had been inſtructed | 
by men who favoured the reformation. 
Archbiſhop Cranmer was one of thoſe, whom 
the late king had nominated for his executors, 
and who were to take the adminiſtration of 
the government into their hands, till king 
Edward was eighteen years old : And when 
the earl of Hertford was afterwards choſe 
protector, his power was limited, ſo as not 
to be able to do any thing, without the 
advice and conſent of all the other executors. 
E 2 Tt 
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It cannot be denied, that the juſt zeal of 


ſome of our reformers againſt the uſur 
| Papal ſupremacy, carried them too far, and 
made them ſtretch the regal power to ſuch an 
exorbitant height, as was inconſiſtent with 
the divine commiſſion of the clergy, and 
ſeemed to reduce the church to be a mere 
creature of the ſtate. That archbiſhop 
Cranmer ran into this extreme, is plain, 
not only from his anſwers to ſome queſtions 
relating to the government of the church, 
firſt publiſhed by doctor Stillingfleet, in his 
, miſchievous Irenicum, but from the com- 
miſſion, which he now took out from the 
new king ; whom he petitioned for a revival 
of his juriſdiftion ; and that as he had 
exerciſed the functions of an archbiſhop 
during the former reigns, ſo that authority 
determining with the late king's life, his 
preſent majeſty would truſt him with the 
ſame juriſdiction. On this error of the arch- 
biſhop, the modern papiſts make tragical 
outcries, forgetting, that it was the common 
miſtake of thoſe times ; that it is uſual for 
men, in the firſt heat of their zeal againſt any 
pernicious error, to run too far the contrary 
way ; and that Bonner not only took out the 
fame commiſſion now; but had before 
taken out another in the reign of king 
Henry, in which the king was declared 


the 
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the fountain of all authority, civil and ec- 
clefiaſtical ; and thoſe who formerly ex- 
erciſed eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, are ſaid to 
have done it precariouſly, and at the courteſy 
of the king, and that it was lawful for him 
to revoke it at pleaſure: And therefore, 
fince the lord Cromwel, the king's vicar- 
general in eccleſiaſtical affairs, was ſo far 
employed in matters of ſtate, as not to be at 
leiſure to diſcharge his function every-where, 
the king gives Bonner authority to exerciſe 
epiſcopal juriſdiction in the dioceſe of 
London. 8 

This ſeems to have been the precedent, 
after which the new commiſſions were now 
formed. Mr Strype, indeed, confidently 
affirms the archbiſhop to have had a hand in 
drawing them up; but the very words 
which he quotes to prove it, are manifeſtly 
taken from the preamble to Bonner's com- 
miſſion. But from theſe unprimitive and 
uncatholick Notions, our arch-biſhop was 
happily recovered by that luminary of our 
reformed church, biſhop Ridley. 

The late king, who died in the Roman 
communion (though his imperfections are 
ſo freely charged on the reformation by the 
papiſts) had, in his will, left fix hundred 
pounds per annum, for maſſes for his ſoul, 
with proviſion for four ſolemn obits every 

year; 
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year; but by the influence of the arch- 
biſhop, this ſuperſtitious part of his will, 
notwithſtanding his ſtrict and ſolemn charge 
for its execution, was neglefted, 

On the 20th of February, the coronation 
of king Edward was ſolemnized at Weſt- 
miſter-Abbey. The ceremony was per- 
formed by archbiſhop Cranmer, who made 
an excellent ſpeech to the king ; in which, 
after a cenſure of the papal encroachments 
on princes, . and a declaration, that the 


ſolemn ceremonies of a | coronation, -. add no» 


thing to the authority of a prince, whoſe 
power is derived immediately from God; 
he goes on to inforin the king of his duty, 
exhorts him to follow the —— of 
good Joſias, to regulate the worthip of God, 
— ſuppreſs idolatry, reward virtue, execute 
juſtice, relieve the poor, repreſs violence, and 
puniſh the evil doer. It may not be im- 
proper, to tranſcribe what he ſays con- 
cerning the divine original of kingly power, 
in his own words; to rectify ſome prevailing 
notions amongſt us, * The ſolemn rites of 
corronation (ſays he) have their ends and 
utility, yet neither direct force or neceſſity; 
they be good admonitions to put kings in 
mind of their duty to God, but no increaſe- 
ment of their dignity: For they be God's 


anointed, not in reſpect of the oil, which the 
| biſhop 
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biſhop uſeth, but in conſideration of their 

wer which is ordained, of the ſword 
which is authorized, of their perſons which 
are elected of God; and indued with the 
gifts of his Spirit, for the better ruling and 
guiding of the people. The oil, if added, 
1s but a ceremony ; if it be wanting, the 
king is yet a perfect monarch notwith- 
ſtanding, and God's anointed, as well-as if 
he was inoiled. Then follows his account 
of the king's duty ; after which he goes on, 
« Being bound by my function, to lay 
theſe things before your royal highneſs ; yet 
I openly declare, before the living God, and 
before the nobles of the land, that I have no 
commiſſion to denounce your majeſty de- 
prived, if your highneſs miſs in part, or in - 
whole, of theſe performances.” 

This ſpeech had fo good an effect on the 
young king, that a royal viſitation was re- 
ſolved on, to rectify the diſorders of the 
church, and reform religion. The viſitors 
had fix circuits aſſigned them; and every 
diviſion had a preacher, whoſe buſineſs it 
was, to bring off the people from ſuper- 
ſtition, and diſpoſe them for the intended 
alterations. And to make the impreſſions of 
their doctrine more laſting, the archbiſhop 
thought it highly expedient to have ſome 
homilies compoſed ; which ſhould, in a 

plain 
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plain method, teach the grounds and foun- 
dation of true religion, and correct the pre- 
vailing errors and ſuperſtitions. On this 
head he conſulted the biſhop of Wincheſter, 
and deſired his concurrence; but to no 
purpoſe: For Gardiner, forgetting his large 
profeſſions of all future obedience to the 
archbiſhop, was returned with the dog to his 
vomit, and wrote to the protector, to put a 
ſtop to the reformation in its birth. When 
Cranmer perceived that Gardiner was ob- 
ſtinate, he went on without him, and ſet 
forth the firſt book of homilies, in which 
himſelf had the chief hand. Soon after, 


Eraſmus's paraphraſe on the New Teſta- 


ment was tranſlated, and placed in every 
church, for the inſtruction of the people. 
On November 5, 1547. a convocation 


was held at St Paul's, which the arch- 


biſhop opened with a ſpeech ; in which he 
put the clergy in mind of applying them- 


ſelves to the ſtudy of the holy fcriptures, 


and proceeding according. to that rule, in 
the throwing off the corrupt innovations of 
pery. But the terror -of the fix articles 
being a check on the majority, they ac- 
quainted the archbiſhop with their fears; 
who reporting it to the council, prevailed 
to have that act repealed. In this con- 
e vocation 
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vocation, the contmaniton was ordered to be 
adminiſtrec in both kinds, and the law- 
fulneſs of the marriage of the clergy affitmed 

y gent majority, ß. | 
215 ohh latter A of January, the arch- 
biſhop wrote to Bonner, to forbid, through- 
out His dioceſe, the ridiculous proceſſions, 
which were ufual in the popiſh tirties, on 
Candlemas-day; Aſh-wedneſday and Palm- 
Sunday ; ahd to canſe notice thereof to be 
given to the other neighbouring biſhops, that 
they might do the ſame. He was alſo one 
of the committee appointed to inſpect the 
offices of the church; and 'to reform. them 
according to ſcripture and the pureſt an- 
tiquity : And by them a new office for the 
holy communion was drawn up, and ſet 
forth by authority. 3 

This year was alſo publiſhed the arch- 
biſhop's catechiſm, intitled, A ſhort in- 
ſtruction in chriſtian religion, for the ſin- 
palat profit of children and young people, 
and a Latin treatiſe of his, againſt unvyritten 
verities. From this catechiſm, it is plain, 
that he had now recovered himſelf from 
thoſe extravagant notions of the regal ſupre- 
macy, which he had once the misfortune to 
run into; for here he ſtrenuouſly aſſerts the 
divine commiſſion of biſhops and prieſts, 

F inlarges 
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inlarges on the efficacy of their abſolution 
and ſpiritual cenſures, and earneſtly wiſhes 
for the reſtoring the primitive penitentiary 
diſcipline. Hence it appears, with what 
inſincerity doctor Stillingfleet acted, when 
in his Irenicum he endeavoured to impoſe 
on the world the contrary doctrines, as the 
laſt judgment of the archbiſhop on this 
ſubject. 

The licence, which was given to men of 
learning and judgment, freely to preach, 
and write againſt the popiſh corruptions, 
now began to be abuſed - men of great 
confidence and ignorance ; who took this 
opportunity to vend many dangerous hereſies 
and blaſphemies : To prevent which they 
were convened before the archbiſhop, and 
prevailed on to recant, and abjure their 
pernicious opinions. Only one Joan Bocher 
continued deaf to all arguments, and per- 
verſely obſtinate againſt all perſuaſions. The 
archbiſhop thought it neceſſary to make 
her a ſevere example, to terrify all others 
from the like obſtinacy, and cruſh the ſpirit 
of hereſy now in its firſt beginnings. To 
which end he firſt excommunicated her, 
and then delivered her over to the ſecular 
powers; upon which ſhe was condemned to 
be burnt. But theſe rigorous proceedings 
| were 
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were very inconſiſtent with the merciful and 
tender ſpirit of the king: He long withſtood 
the ſigning a warrant for her execution; and 
when over-awed by the authority and rea- 
ſonings of Cranmer, he at laſt, with great 
reluctancy, conſented to do it; and with 
tears in his eyes, ſaid to the archbiſhop, 
« My lord, if I do amiſs in this, you muſt 
anſwer for it to God.“ 

In 1549, the popiſh faction broke out 
into a dangerous rebellion ; and though they 
were ſoon ſuppreſſed in Kent, Oxfordſhire, 
and Suſſex, yet in Norfolk and Devonſhire, 
they were formidable for their numbers, and 
increaſed daily, to the terror of the govern- 
ment. The lord Ruſſel was ſent down with 
forces againſt them; and to him they de- 
livered fifteen articles; in which they de- 
manded, in the moſt inſolent terms, the 
revival of the ſix article- act, the reſtitution 
of the old ſuperſtitions; and that cardinal 
Pole ſhould not only be pardoned, but ſent 
for home, and be made a privy-counſellor : 
and that the abbey and chauntry lands 
ſhould be reſtored. The archbiſhop drew 
up a large and full anſwer to their demands, 
clearly ſhewing how unreaſonable they were, 
how prejudicial to the real intereſt of the 
nation, and of what miſchievous conſequence 
to religion; juſtly expoſing the abuſes and 

2 COTrL«s 
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corruptions of popery, and demonſtrating 
the neceſſity of a reformation. 


Biſhop Bonner was ſuſpected to be a ſecret 
approver and encourager of this rebellion : 
And one of the rebels chief pleas being, 
that during the king's minority, the ftate 
had no authority to make laws; Bonner was 
enjoined to preach on this very ſubject, to 
ſhew the falſhood and danger of ſuch per- 
nicious tenets, and aſſert the king's juſt 
power. But, inſtead of obeying, in his 
diſcourſe he caſt bitter reflections on the re- 
formation, and threw out ſome ſly infinu- 
ations againſt the government; and infor- 
mation being given thereof by Latimer and 
Hooper, a commiſſion was iſſued out te 
archbiſhop Cranmer, biſhop Ridley, 1 
others, to proceed againſt = When he 
appeared before the commiſſioners, he re- 
fuſed to give any direct anſwer to the 
charge laid againſt him; pretending that the 
cauſe of his preſent trouble was, his aſſerting 
in his ſermon, the real preſence of Chriſt's 
body and blood in the ſacrament of the altar. 
Then he began in a moſt audacious and 
inſolent manner to queſtion the archbiſhop, 
concerning his belicf in that point ; but was 
told that they came not there to diſpute, byt 
to hear what anſwer he could make to the 
crimes laid to his charge. The archbiſhop 

with 
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with incredible patience bore with his unpa- 

rallelled inſolence, no leſs than ſeven ſeflions 
ſucceſſively; but then finding him incorri- 
gible, and that he was reſolved not to anſwer 
to the articles alledged againſt him; but 
inſtead of that, to revile and n 
judges; he, in the name of the reſt of the 
commiſſi joners, pronounced him Contumas, 
and proceeded to the ſentence of deprivation. 

— proteſted againſt the validity of this 
ſentence, becauſe he did not appear before 
them of his own free will, but was a 
priſoner, and conſtrained to appear: To 
which the archbiſhop replied, that the fame 
plea might be made by any traitor and rebel, 

ſince no criminal is willing to be brought to 


juſtice, 
4 The next year biſhop Gardiner alſo, was, 
for his obſtinate oppoſition to the reformation, 
cited before the archbiſhop, and other com- 
miſſioners. At his firſt appearance he pro- 
teſted againſt the authority of his jud es, 
and excepted againſt the legality of 
commiſſion : He proteſted alſo againſt the 
perſons who appeared as witneſſes againſt 
him; and behaving himſelf in the ſame 
baughty and — manner as Bonner had 
done before, he was at laſt deprived, after 
they had borne with his inſolence no leſs 
than two and twenty ſeſſions at different 
Places, 
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places, from the 1 5th of December to the 
IAth of February. en 

This year the archbiſhop publiſbed his 
© Defence of the true and catbolick doctrine 
of the ſacrament of the body and blood of 
our Saviour Chriſt.“ He had now, by the 
advice and aſſiſtance of biſhop Ridley, over- 
come thoſe ſtrong prejudices he had long 
laboured under, in favour of the corporal 
preſence ; and in this treatiſe, from ſcripture 
and reaſon, excellently confuted it. The 
popiſh party were alarmed at the publication 
of it; and ſoon after two anſwers to it were 
publiſhed, the one wrote by Dr Smith, the 
other by Gardiner. The archbiſhop de- 
Fended his book againſt them both ; and 
Was allowed by all impartial readers, vaſtly 
to have the ſuperiority in the argument. 
The archbiſhop's book was afterwards tran- 
ſlated into Latin, by fir John Cheke, and 
was highly eſteemed by all learned fo- 
reigners, for the great knowledge in ſcrip- 
ture and eccleſiaſtical antiquity therein diſ- 
covered. 

The next material occurrence relating to 
the archbiſhop, was the publication of the 
forty-two articles of religion; which, with 
the aſſiſtance of biſhop Ridley, he drew up 
for preſerving and maintaining the purity 
and unity of the church. They were alſo 


reviſed 
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reviſed by'ſeveral other biſhops and learned 
divines ; and, after their corrections, farther 
enlarged and: improved by Cranmer. Theſe 
articles were agreed to in .convocation, in 
1532, and in 1553 were publiſhed by royal 
authority, both in Latin and Engliſh. © + 

The archbiſhop had formed a deſign, i in 
the reign of the late king Henry, to review 
and purge the old canon law from its popiſh 
corruptions, and had made ſome progreſs in 
the work: But by the ſecret artifices of 
Gardiner and others, that king was prevailed: 
upon not to countenance or encourage it. 
In this reign he reſumed his deſign, and: 
procured a commiſhon from the king, for 
himſelf, with other learned divines and la- 
yers, diligently to examine into the old 
church-laws ; and to compile ſuch a body 
of laws as they thought moſt expedient to 
be practiſed in the eccleſiaſtical courts, and 
moſt conducive to order and good diſcipline. 
The archbiſhop proſecuted this noble un- 
dertaking with great vigour, and had the 
principal hand in it: But when a correct: 
and complete draught of it was finiſhed and 
prepared for the royal aſſent, the unhappy: 
death of the good king blaſted this great: 
deſign, and prevented its confirmation. The 
book was publiſhed by archbiſhop Parker, 


in 
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in the! year 197 1 intituled, Reformatis 
m eccleſiaſticarum.“ 

» King Edward was now; ar gde 0 4 
conſumption, not without ſome ſtrong ſuf. 
icions of being brought into that condition 
y flow poiſon; and finding himſelf decay 
Woe began to think of ſettling the ſuc- 
oeſſion. Hie had been perſuaded by the 
artifices' of the duke of Northumberland, to 
exclude his ſiſters, and to bequeath the 
crown to the lady Jane Grey, who was 
married to Northumberland's fon. This, 
the duke pretended; was abſolutely neveſſary 
for the preſervation of the reformed religion, 
which would be in great danger from the 
ſucceſſion of the princeſs Mary — But in fact, 
he had nothing at heart but the aggrandizing 
his own family, and intailing the crown. on 
his poſterity ; for he' was even then a ſecret 
papiſt, as he afterwards confeſſed at his 
execution, The archbiſhop did his utmoſt 
to oppoſe this alteration of the ſucceſſion : 
He argued againſt it with the king, telling 
him, — religion wanted not to be de- 
fended by ſuch unrighteous methods; that 
it was one of the groſs errors of the papiſts, 


to juſtify the excluding or depoſing princes 
from their juſt rights, on account of re- 


ligion ; and, let the conſequence be what it 
would, 
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would, juſtice ought to take place, and the 
protection of the church committed to the 
care of that righteous providence, which was 
never known to give a bleſſing to thoſe who 
endeavoured to preſerve themſelves from any 
imminent danger by unlawful means. But 
his majeſty being -over-perſuaded by Nor- 
thumberland's agents, was not to be moved 
from his reſolution : The will was made, 
and ſubſcribed by the council and the 
Judges. The archbiſhop was ſent for laſt 
of all, and required to ſubſcribe : But he 
plainly told them he could not do it without 
perjury, having ſworn to the entail of the 
crown on the two princeſſes, Mary and Eli- 
zabeth. To this the king replied,” that the 
judges, who beſt knew the conſtitution, 
ſhould be moſt regarded in this point ; and 
they had informed him, that notwith- 
ſtanding that entail, he might lawfully 
bequeath the crown to the lady Jane. The 
archbiſhop deſired to diſcourſe with them 
himſelf « this matter; and they all 
agreeing, that he might lawfully ſubſcribe 
the king's will, he was, after many per- 
ſuaſions, prevailed upon to reſign his own 
rivate ſcruples to their authority, and at 
aſt, not without great reluctancy, he ſet his 
hand to it. 
„ On 


On the 6th of July, in the year of ouy 
Lord 1553, it pleaſed Almighty God tq 
take to himſelf this pious and good prince, 
king Edward; and the archbiſhop having ſub- 
ſcribed to the king's will, thought himſelf 
obliged, by virtue of his oath, to join the 
lady Jane, But her' Wert. Axel power ſoon 
expired, and queen Mary's title was uni- 
verſally acknowledged, and ſubmitted to. 
Not long after her acceſſion, a falſe re- 
port was raiſed ; that archbiſhop Cranmer, in 
| order to make his court to the queen, had 
offered to reſtore the Latin ſervice, and that 
he had already ſaid maſs in his cathedral 
church of Canterbury. To vindicate himſelf 
from this vile 3 baſe aſperſion, the arch - 
biſhop publiſhed a declaration; in which he 
not only cleared himſelf from that unjuſt 
imputation, but offered: publickly to defend 
the Englith liturgy, and prove it conſonant 
to ſcripture; and the pureſt ' antiquity ; and 
challenged his enemies to a diſputation. 
This declaration foon fell into the hands of 
the council, who fent a copy of it to the 
queen's commiſſioners ; and they immediate- 
1y ſent for the. archbiſhop, and queſtioned 
him about it. Cranmer acknowledged ithto 
be his; but complained that it had, contrary 
to his intent, ſtallen abroad in ſo imperfe& 
2 
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a condition: For his deſign was to review 
and correct it, and then, after he had put 
bis ſeal to it, to fix it up at St Paul's, and 


on all the church- doors in London. This 


bold and extraortlinary anfwer ſo irritated 
them, that they ſent him to the Tower, 


: there to be coplined, till the queen's pleaſure 


concer 


him was known. Some of his 
friends who forefaw this ſtorm, had. adviſed 


him to confalt his ſafety, by retiring be- 


yond- ſea; but he thought it would reflect a 
eat diſhonour on the — he had eſpouſed, 


if he ſhould deſert his Nation at ſuch a 


time as this; and choſe rather to hazard 


his * than give ſuch quſt cauſe of ſcandal 
and offence. 


An the middle af November, archbithop | 
Cranmer was attainted by the parliament, 


and adjudged guilty of high treaſon, at 
Guildhall. His ſee was hereupon declared 


void: and on the tenth of December the 


dean and chapter of Canterbury gave com- 


miſſions to ſeveral perfons to exerciſe archie- 


al juriſdicticn in their name, and by their 


authority. Archbiſhop Cranmer wrote a very 


ſubmiſſive letter to the queen; in the moſt 
humble manner acknowledging his fault, is 


conſenting to ſign the king's 10il z acquainting 
her, what preſſing inſtances he made to the 


N. rn it; and excuſing his fault, by being 


G 2 over- 
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| over-ruled by the authority of the judges: 
and lawyers, who, he thought, underſtood 
the conſtitution better than he did himſelf. 
The queen had pardoned fo many already, 
| ' who had been far more deeply engaged in 
the lady Jane's uſurpation, that Cranmer 
could 4 for ſhame be denied; ſo he was 
forgiven the treaſon: But, to gratify Gar- 
diner's malice, and her own implacable 
hatred againſt him for her mother's divorce, 
orders were given to "une againſt him for 
hereſy. 
The Tower being full of priſoners, arch- 
biſhop Cranmer, biſhop Ridley, Latimer 
and Bradford, were all put into one 
chamber ; for which they bleſſed God, and 
for the opportunity of —— together, 
reading and comparing the ſcriptures, con- 
firming themſelves in the true faith, and 
mutually exhorting each other to conſtancy 
in rr it, and n. in en for 
it. | 
In April, 1544, the archbiſhop, — 
biſhop Ridley, and biſhop Latimer, were 
— from the Tower to Windſor, and 
from thence to Oxford, to diſpute with 
ſome ſelect perſons of both univerſities. At 
the firſt appearance of the archbiſhop in 
the publick ſchools, three articles were given 
him to ſubſcribe: in which the corporal 
preſence, 
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preſence, by tranſubſtantiation, was aſſerted, 
and the maſs affirmed to be a propitiatory 
ſacrifice, for the ſins of the living and 
Theſe, he declared freely, he eſteemed 8 
untruths; and promiſed to give an anfwer 
concerning them in writing. Accordingly he 
drew it up; and when he was brought again 
to the ſchools to diſpute, he delivered the 
writing to Pr Weſton, the prolocutor. At 
eight in the morning the diſputation began, 
and held till two in the afternoon; all which 
time the archbiſhop conſtantly maintained 
the truth, with great learning and courage, 
againſt a multitude of clamorous and inſdlent 
opponents. And three days after, he was 
again brought forth to oppoſe Dr Harps- 
field, who was to reſpond: for his degree in 
divinity : And here he acquitted himſelf fo 
well, clearly ſhewing the groſs abſurdities, 
and inextricable difficulties of the doctrine of 

tranſubſtantiation, that Weſton. himſelf, - as 
great a bigot as he was, could not but dif- 
miſs him with commendation. | 

In theſe diſputations, among other flan- 
denous reproaches, the archbiſhop was ac 
cuſed for corrupting and falſifying a paſſage, 
which in his book of the ſacrament he had 
quoted from St Hilary: In anſwer to which, 
he replied that he had tranſcribed it verbatim 
from he — book ; and that Dr Smith, 


One 
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one of their own divines. there Preſent, had 
quoted it word for word alfo. But Smith 
made no reply, being conſcious that it was 
true. When the diſputation was over, one 
Mr Halcot remembering that he had Smith's 
bobk, went directly to his chamber in Uni- 
verfity-College ; and comparing it with 
Craniner's, found the quotations exactly to 
agree. He afterwards Doked into a book of 
Gardiner's, called, The devil's ſophiſtry,” 

where the fame paſſage was cited; a bots 
the Latin and Engliſh agreed exactly with 
Cranmer's quotation and tranſlation. Upon 
this he reſolved to carry the ſaid books to 
the archbiſhop in priſon, that he might 
produce them in his own vindication: When 
he came thither he was ſtopped;'and brought 
before Dr Weſton and his collegues; who 
upon information of his deſign, charged him 
with treaſon, and abetting Cranmer in his 
hereſy; and committed- him, to priſon. - The 
next day he was again brought before them; 
and they threatened to ſend him to biſhop 
Gardiner, to be tried for treaſon, unleſs he 
would ſubſcribecthe three articles, concerning 
which the difputation' had been held. This : 
he then $7 = but being ſent for again, 

after the condemnation of Cranmer, through 
fear he conſented to do it; yet not till they 


had aſſuretl him, that if he finned by ſo 
_ 
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doing, they would take the guilt upon 


themielves, and anſwer for it to God. 


| And yet even this ſubſcrip tion, of which 
he afterwards heartily repented, could not 
prevail for the K his books, leſt he 
- ſhould ſhew them to their ſhame ; nor for 

his entire diſcharge, the maſter 'of Uni- 
verſity-College being commanded to keep 2 
ſtrict watch over him, till Gardiner's pleaſure 
concerning him was known; and if he 
heard nothing from him in a fortnight's 


time, then to expel him ths collegs n 


offence. 

On the 2oth of April, Cranmer was 
brought to St Mary's, before the queen's 
commiſfioners; and refuſing to ſubſcribe, 
was pronounced an heretick, and ſentence 
of condemnation read againſt him as ſuch. 
Upon which he told them that he ap- 


ment, to the judgment of the Almighty; 


and that he truſted to be received to his 


preſence in heaven, for maintaining the truth 
of whoſle' ſpiritual preſence at the altar, he 
was there condemned. After this his. Er- 
vants were diſmiſſed from their atte 
and himſelf cloſely confined in priſon. 


The latter end of this year a popiſh con- 


vocation met ; and did archbiſhop Cranmer 
the 


pealed from their unjuſt ſentence and judg- 
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the honour, to order his book of the facra- 
ment to be burnt; in company. with the 
Engliſh Bible and Common-prayer-book. 
Cranmer, in the mean time, ſpent his me 
lancholy hours in writing a vindication of 
his treatiſe concerning the Euchariſt, from 
the objections of Gardiner; who bad pub- 
liſhed a book againſt it, under the feigned | 
name of Marcus Antonius Conſtantius. 
Many learned men of the Romiſh perſuaſion 
came to viſit him in priſon, and endea- 
voured, by diſputations and conferences, to 
draw him over to their church ; but in 
Vain. 
In 1555, a new 1 was wy 
from Rome, for the trial of archbiſhop | 
Cranmer for hereſy ; the former ſentence 
againſt him being void in law, becauſe the 
authority of the pope was not then re-eſta- 
bliſhed. The commiſſioners were Dr Brooks, 
biſhop of Glouceſter, the pope's delegate ; 
Dr Storie, and Dr Martin, doctors of the 
civil law, the queen's commiſſioners. On 
September 12, they met at St Mary's 
church; and being ſeated at the high altar, 
commanded the archbiſhop to be brought 
before them. To the queen's commiſſioners, 
as repreſenting the ſupreme authority of 
the nation, he * all due reſpect ; but 
__ abſolutely 
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abſolutely refuſed to ſhew any to the pope's 
delegate, leſt he ſhould ſeem to make the 
leaſt acknowledgment of his uſurped ſupre- 
macy. Brooks, in a long oration, exhorted 
him to confider from whenee he was fallen, 
adviſing. him, in the moſt earneſt and pa- 
thetick manner, to return to his holy 
mother, the Roman-catholick church, and 
by the example of his repentance, to reclaim 
thoſe whom his paſt errors had miſled, 

In this oration, he betrayed great igno- 
rance both of ſcripture and antiquity ; of 
ſcripture, by affirming, that the Arians had 
more texts, by two and forty, to counte- 
- nance their errors, than the catholicks had 
for the maintenance of the truth; of anti- 
quity, by making Origen write of Beren- 
garius who lived near eight hundred years 
after him; and by eonfounding the great St 
Cyprian with another Cyprian of Antioch, 
laying the magical ſtudies of the latter to 
the charge of the former. 

When he had finiſhed his harangue, Dr 
Martin, in a ſhort ſpeech, began to open 
the trial, acquainting the archbiſhop with 
the articles alledged againſt him, and re- 
quiring his anſwet. The articles contained 
a charge of perjury, incontinence and hereſy; 
firſt on account of his oppoſition to the papal 
tyranny ; the ſecond in reſpect to his mar- 

H riage; 
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riage; and the laſt, on account of the refor- 


mation in the late reign, in which he had 


the chief hand. The archbiſhop having 
liberty to ſpeak, after he had repeated the 
Lord's- prayer and the creed, began with a 
juſtification of his conduct, in relation to his 


renouncing the pope's ſupremacy ; the ad- 
miſſion of which, he proved by many inſtances, 


to be contrary to the natural allegiance of the 
ſubject, the fundamental laws of the realm, 
and the original conſtitution of the chriſtian 
church: And in the cloſe, he boldly charged 
Brooks with perjury, for ſitting there by the 
pope's authority, which he- had ſolemnly 
abjured. Brooks endeavoured to vindicate 
himſelf, and retort the charge on the arch- 
biſhop, by pretending, that he was ſeduced 
by Cranmer to take that oath : But this, the 
archbiſhop told him, was a groſs untruth ; 
the pope's ſupremacy having received the ſaid 
blow from his predeceſſor, archbiſhop War- 
ham; by whoſe advice king Henry had ſent 
to both the univerſities, to examine what 
foundation it had in the word of God ; to 
which they replied, and gave it under their 
ſeal, that by the word of God, the ſupre- 
macy was veſted in the king, not in the 
pope; and that Brooks had then ſubſcribed 
this determination, and therefore wronged 
him, in pretending that he was ſeduced 
| by 


The LITE of Archbiſhop CRAnNMER. 59 


him. At this Brooks was in a great 
confuſion, and cried, We came to examine 
you, and, I think, you examine us. 

Then Dr Storie began to rail at the arch- 
biſhop, in an indecent manner, for except- 
ing againſt the authority of his judge ; and 
moved biſhop Brooks, to require from him a 
direct anſwer to the articles, whereof he ſtood 
accuſed ; or if he continued to deny the 
pope's authority, and to decline anſwering, to 
proceed to ſentence againſt him, 

After which, doctor Martin had a ſhort 
conference with the archbiſhop, about his 
conduct in relation to the ſupremacy, and 
the doctrine of the Euchariſt ; and then they 
proceeded to demand his anſwer to certain 
interrogatories, concerning the crimes laid to 
his charge; to which he replied in fo full and 
ſatisfactory a manner, that Brooks thought 
himſelf obliged to make another ſpeech, to 
take off the impreſſion his defence might 
have made upon the people. The ſpeech 
was much -unbecoming the gravity of a 
biſhop, conſiſting only of ſcurrilous and un- 
chriſtian railings, and.uncouth and ſophiſtical 
miſapplications of ſcripture and the fathers, 
After this, the archbiſhop was cited to ap- 
pear at Rome, within fourſcore days, and 
there to anſwer in perſon : To which he 
replied, that he would very willingly con- 


H 2 ſent, 
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ſent, if the queen would give him leave to 
go to Rome, and juſtify the reformation to 
the pope's face. But this was only 4 mock 
citation ; for he was kept all that time cloſe 
confined, and yet at the end of fourſcore 
days was declared contumax, for wilfully 


8 abſenting himſelf from Rome, whither he 


was legally ſummoned ; and in conſequence 


thereof was degraded, as we ſhall ſee here- 
after. 


: In the mean time, Gt to manifeſt the 


8 of Dr Stillingfleet, and to vindicate 
the character of the archbiſhop ; I ſhall fet 
down his laſt judgment, concerning the 
extent of the regal ſupremacy, as contained 
in his anſwer to Dr Martin, When that 
doctor aſked him, who was ſupreme en 
of the church of England? the biſhop an 
ſwered; Chriſt is — of this member as 
he is of the whole body of the catholick 
church. When the doctor again demanded, 
whether he had not declared king Henry head 
of the church? Yes, ſaid the archbiſhop, of 
all the people in England, as well eccleſiaſtical 
a8 temporal. What, ſay 's Martin, and not of 
the church ? No, replied the archbiſhop, 
for Chriſt only is head of his church, and of 
the faith and Ae of the ſame. 
The February following, a new com- 
miſſion was Sven to biſhop Bonner and biſhop 
Thirlby, 
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Thirlby, for the degradation of the arch- 
biſhop. When they came down to Oxon, 
the archbiſhop was brought before them, 
and after they had read their commiſſion 
from the pope, Bonner, in a ſcurrilous 
oration, ' inſulted over him, after a moſt 
unchriſtian manner ; for which he was often 
rebuked by biſhop Thirlby. In the com- 
miſſion it was declared, that the cauſe had 
been impartially heard at Rome, the wit- 
neſſes on both ſides were examined, and 
the archbiſhop's counſel allowed to make 
the beſt defence for him that they could : At 
the reading this, the archbiſhop could not 
forbear crying out, Good God, what lyes 
are theſe ! that I, being continually in 
priſon, and not ſuffered to have counſel or 
advocate at home, ſhould produce witneſſes, 
and appoint my counſel at Rome | God muſt 
needs puniſh this open and ſhameleſs lying.” 
When Bonner had finiſhed his invective a- 
gainſt him, they proceeded to degrade him; 
and that they might make him as ridiculous 
as they could, the epiſcopal habit which 
they put on him, was made of canvas and 
old clouts. Then the archbiſhop, pulling 
out of his ſleeve a written appeal, delivered 
it to them, ſaying, I appeal to the next 
eneral council, When they had degraded 
um, they put on him an old threadbare 

= beadle's _ 
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beadle's gown, and a townſman's cap; and 
in that garb delivered him over to the 
ſecular power. As they were leading him 
to priſon, a gentleman came, and gave ſome 
money to the bailiffs, for the archbiſhop: 
But this charitable action gave ſuch offence 
to Bonner, that he ordered the gentleman to 
be ſeized; and had he not found great 
friends to intercede for him, would have 
ſent him up to the council, to be tried for 
It. f 
While the archbiſhop continued in priſon, 
no endeavours were omitted to win him over 
to the church of Rome. Many of the moſt 
eminent divines in the univerſity reſorted to 
him daily, hoping, by arguments and per- 
ſuaſions to work upon him; but all in vain, 
for he held faſt the profeſſion of his faith, 
without wavering, and could not be ſhaken 
by any of the terrors of this world, from his 
conſtancy in the truth. Nay, even when he 
ſaw the barbarous martyrdom of his dear 
companions, biſhop Ridley and biſhop La- 
timer, he was ſo far from ſhrinking, that he 
not only prayed ta (God to ſtrengthen them ; 
but alſo, by their example, to animate him 
to a patient expectation and endurance of the 
fame fiery trial. 

At laſt the papiſts bethought themſelves 


of a Rratagcm, which proved fatal to him : 
They 
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They removed him from priſon, to the 
lodgings of the dean of Chriſt-church; 
treated him with the greateſt civility and 
reſpect, - and made him great promiſes of the 
queen's favour, and the ef rage of his 
former dignities, with many other honours 
and preferments aceumulated, if he would 
recant. And now, behold a moſt aſtoniſh- 

ing inſtance of human frailty! The man, 
who had with ſuch undaunted reſolution, 
ſuch unſhaken' conſtancy, and ſo truly pri- 
mitive a ſpirit of martyrdom, faced the 
terrors of death, arid defied the moſt ex- 
quiſite tortures, inks under this laſt temp- 
tation, falls a prey to N and ppi 
and conſents to recant! 

It is a vulgar error, even in our beſt bil. 
torians, to ſuppoſe, that the archbiſhop! ac- 
knowledged the whole of popery at once, 


and ſubſcribed but one recantation. But this 


miſtake is now rectified by the labour of the 
induſtrious Mr Strype ; who has diſcovered 
how ſubtilly he was drawn in by the papiſts, 
to ſubſcribe ſix different papers; the firſt 
being expreſſed in ambiguous words, capable 
of a favourable conſtruction, and the five 
following pretended to be only explanations 
of the firſt. It is very probable, that had 


they acquainted Cranmer with the whole of 
their 


JN. 
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their deſign at once, he could never have 
been ſeduced, to redeem his life with ſuch a 
diſhonourable compliance: But when they 
had by their hypocriſy and artifice, drawn 
him in, to a firſt and ſecond recantation, a 
ſhame to retreat after he had gone ſo far, 
and an unwillingneſs to loſe the benefit of 
his paſt ſubſcriptions, prevailed with him to 
go on. Add to this, that when men ſo far 
. diſtruſt the goodneſs of God, as by unjuſti- 
fiable compliances, and ſinful prevarications 
in leſſer matters to ſeek to preſerve their lives 
or fortunes; they put themſelves out of the 
divine protection, and can no longer promiſe 
themſelves the aſſiſtance of his reſtraining 

ace, to preſerve them from the moſt 

einous fins, and the moſt fatal conſequences 
of thoſe temptations, into which they have 
wilfully led themſelves. [Again, we have 
_ notable inſtances in holy writ, that ſome of 
the deareſt favourites of heaven have been ſo 
left to their own wills, as to be ſuffered to 
fall into the fouleſt crimes, that he who 
thinketh he ſtandeth may take heed leſt he 
fall; and to convince all chriſtians that their 
perſeverance is in God's faithfulneſs and 
ſtrength, and not in their own.] io 
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The copy of the archbiſhop! 8 firſt ſub-: | 


. bn ran thus. 


« Foraſmuch as the king's * queen's 
majeſties, by conſent of their parliament, have 


received the pope's authority in this realm, 
T am' content to ſubmit myſelf to their laws 


herein, and to take the pope for the chief 
head of this church of England, fo far as 
God's laws, and the laws and cuſtoms of 
this realm will permit. 


TnoMAS CRANMER.” 


This paper was immediately ſent up to 
the queen and council ; but being not fatis- 
factory, another was offered him to ſub- 
ſcribe, in fewer words, but more full, and 
with leſs reſerve ; and was as follows. | 


« ] I . doctor in di 


vinity, do ſubſcribe myſelf to the catholick 
church of Chriſt, and unto the pope, ſupreme 
head of the ſame church, and to the king 
and queen's majeſties, and unto all their 
laws and ordinances. F 

TrHoMAs CRANMER.” 


This alſo being thought too brief and 


ambiguous, a third, yet fuller and more 
I expreſs, 
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expreſs, was required of him ; which was 


. 
. 


« T am content to ſubmit myſelf to the 
king's and queen's majeſties, and to all their 
laws and ordinances, as well concerning the 
pope's ſupremacy, as others: And I all, 
from time to time, move and ſtir all others 
to do the like, to the uttermoſt of my 
power, and to live in quietneſs and obe- 
dience to their majeſties, moſt humbly, 
without murmur, or grudging againſt any. of 
their holy proceedings. And for my book 
which I have written, I am content to ſubmit 


to the judgment of the catholick church, and 


the next general council. 
THOMAS 5 CRAnMER,” 


This, like the reſt, not giving fatisfaCtion, 
was immediately followed by a fourth, in 
theſe rw PoE words, viz, 


ge it known by theſe preſents, that I 
Thomas Cranmer, doctor of divinity, and 
late archbiſhop of Canterbury, do firmly, 
ſtedfaſtly, and aſſuredly believe, in all ar- 
ticles and points of the chriſtian religion and 
catholick faith, as the catholick church doth 
believe, and hath en from the be- 


inning. 
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ginning. Moreover, as concerning the ſacra- 
ments of the church, I believe unfeignedly 
in all points, as the faid catholick church 
doth, 'and hath believed from the beginning 
of | chriſtian religion. In witneſs whereof 1 
have humbly ſubſcribed my hand unto theſe 


preſents, the 18th Gay of Fanny; in thy 


Year DLV. 
Taouas CRANMER.” 


Hin ned bund u Nn thus far, 
the hide Nr Fr — and in the 

fifth per (which is in Fox's Martyrology, 
and has 2 commonly thought to be his 
only recantation) they required him to re- 
nounce and anathematize all Lutheran and 
Zuinglian hereſies and errors; to acknowledge 
the one holy catholick church, to be that, 
whereof the pope is the head ; and to 
declare him the ſupreme biſhop, and Chriſt's 
vicar, to whom all chriſtians ought to be 
ſubject. Then followed an exprefs acknow- 
ledgment of tranſubſtantiation, the ſeven ſa- 
eraments, purgatory, and of all the doctrines 
of the church of Rome in general; with 


a prayer to God to forgive his paſt op- 
poſition to them, and an earneſt intreaty to 


all; who had been miſled by his doctrine 
and exam ple, to return to the unity of the 


church. 
I 2 And 
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And yet even this, full and expreſs as it 
was, did not give content, but a ſixth was 
iſtill required, which was drawn up in as 
ſtrong and ample terms, that nothing was 
capable of being added to it; containing a 
prolix acknowledgment of all the popiſn 
errors and corruptions, and a moſt grievous 
accuſation of himſelf as a blaſphemer, an 
enemy of. Chriſt, and a murderer of ſouls, 
on account of his being the author of king 
Henry's divorce, and of all the calamities, 
ſchiſms, and hereſies, of which that was 
the fountain. This laſt paper he ſubſcribed 
en the eighteenth of March; not in the 
leaſt ſuſpecting, that the papiſts deſigned, 
| notwithſtanding all theſe ſubſcriptions, to 
bring him to the ſtake ; and that the writ 
was already figned for his execution. | 

| Theſe fix papers were, ſoon after his 
death, ſent to the . preſs. by Bonner, and 
pabſ ſhed, with the addition of another 


STEELE 


1 1 then f. gs to a quite — ab 
effect, and revoked all his 1 recan- 
tations, yet Bonner had the confidence to 
publiſh this to the world, as if it had been 
approved and ine uſe of by the * 


i dard 
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The daya ppointed for his execution was 


the 21ſt of March; and Dr Cole was ſent 


to Oxford, to prepare a ſermon. for the 
occaſion. The day before, Cole viſited him 
in the priſon, whither he was now removed ; 

and him if he ſtood firm in the faith 


he had ſubſcribed ? to which Cranmer gave 5 


a ſatisfactory anſwer. The next morning 
Cole viſited him again, exhorted him to 
conſtancy, and gave him money to diſpoſe 
of to the poor, as he ſaw convenient. Soon 
after, he was brought to St Mary's church, 
and placed on a low ſcaffold, over-againſt 
the pulpit. Then Dr Cole began his ſermon; 
the chief ſcope whereof was, to endeavour 
to give ſome reaſons why it was expedient 
that Cranmer ſhould ſuffer, notwithſtanding 
his recantation : And in the cloſe, he ad- 
dreſſed himſelf particularly to the archbiſhop, 
exhorting him to bear up with courage 
againſt the terrors of death ; and by the 
example of the thief on the croſs, en- 
couraged him not to deſpair, fince he was 
returned, though late, into the boſom of 
the catholick ch urch, and to the profeſſion 
of the true apoſtolical faith. The arch- 
biſhop, who, till now, had not the leaſt 
notice of his intended execution, was ſtruck 
with horror, at the baſe inhumanity, and 
unparallelled cruelty [not to be exceeded — 

the 


” 
- * VI. at n Y 
= — — — 8 — N . * _ — 


a Pe MY - 1 
_— er 3 8 —— 8 
— 


70 Ye LIT = of Archbiſhop CR ANR. 
the infernal regions !] of theſe proceedings. 
It is © utterly im impoffible to expreſs what 
inward agonies he felt, and what bittef an- 
guiſh his ſoul was perplexed with, 

the whole fermon he wept bf; ; 
ſometimes lifting up his eyes to heaven, fome- 
times caſting them down to the , with 
marks of the utmoſt dejection! When it was 
ended, being moved to a a confeſſion of 
his faith, and give the world ſatisfaction of his 
dying a catholick, he confented ; and 
kneeling Jews, began the following prayer. 
O Father of heaven; O Son 27 God, 
Redeemer of the world; O Holy Ghoft, 
proceeding from them both; three Perſons, 
and One GOD ; have mercy upon me moft 
wretched caitiff and miſerable finner ! I! 
who have offended both Heaven and earth, 
and more grievoully than tongue can ex- 
preſs ! whither then ſhould I go, or where 
ſhall I fly for ſuccour! To Heaven I am 
aſhamed to lift up mine eyes; and on earth 
I find no refuge! What ſhall I then do:? 
ſhall I deſpair ? God forbid ! O good God, 
thou art merciful, and refuſeſt none who 
come unto Thee for ſuccour! To Thee 
therefore do I run; to Thee do I humble 
myſelf; ſaying, O Lord my God, my ſins 
be great, but yet have mercy upon me for 


thy infinite mercy! O God the Son, thou. 
walſt 
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waſt not made man, this great myſtery” 
was not wrought for few or {mall offences 
only; neither didſt thou give thy Son to 
die, O God the Father, 3 our ſmaller 
crimes, but for the greateſt {ins of the 


whole world; ſo that the ſinner return unto 
Thee with a penitent heart, as I do now in 
this moment. Wherefore take pity on me, 
O Lord, whoſe property is always to have 
mercy: For though my ſins be great, yet 
thy mercy is greater.—I crave nothing, O 
Lord, for my own'merits, but for thy name's. 


fake, and that it may be glorified thereby, 


and for thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt's fake ; in 


whoſe words I conclude: © Our Father, &c.” 
Having 


the 


obedience to the queen, mutual love and 


charity, and bounty to the poor; he told 


them, that being now on the brink of 
cternity, he would freely declare unto them 
his real faith and opinion, without the leaſt 
reſerve or difſimulation.—Then he repeated 
the Apoſtles Creed, and profeſſed his be- 


lief thereof, and of all things contained in te 


Old and New-Teſtament : after which he 
declared his great and unfeigned repentance, 


for 
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finiſhed the Lord's Prayer, he roſe 
from his knees; and after he had exhorted 
le to a contempt of the vanities'of 
this ſinful and deceitful world, a patient 
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for having, contrary to this faith, ſubſcribed” 
the popiſh errors; lamented with many tears, 
his grievous fall ; and declared, that the hand 
which had ſo offended, ſhould be burnt 
before 'the reſt of his body. Then he 
renounced the pope in the moſt expreſs 
terms; and profeſſed his belief concerning 
the Euchariſt, to be the ſame with what he 
had aſſerted in his book againſt Gardiner. 
This was a grievous diſappointment to the 
papiſts; they made loud clamours, and 
charged him with hypocriſy and falſhood : 
To, which he meekly replied, that he was a 
plain man, and had never acted the hypo- 
crite, but when he was ſeduced by them to 
a recantation. Upon this they hurried him 
to the ſtake; to which he approached with 
a chearful cou ntenance; and, notwithſtanding 
the earneſt ſollicitations of many of the rapiſts, | 
continued ſtill to declare his utter abhorrence 
of the popiſh errors, and hearty repentance 
for having recanted. After this, he kneeled 
down and prayed ; and then, having un- 
dreſſed himſelf, and taken leave of his 
friends, he was-bound to the ſtake. As ſoon 
as the fire was kindled, he ſtretched forth 
his right hand, and held it, ſtedfaſtly and 
without ſhrinking, in the flame (only once 
he wiped his face with it) till it was quite 
conſumed, 
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conſumed, which was ſome time before the 
fire reached his body, nor expreſſing any great 
ſenſe of pain: He often cried out, This un- 
worthy hand! this unworthy hand !” and 
lifting up his eyes to heaven, expired with 
the dying words of St Stephen in his mouth, 
Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit !” 


He was a man naturally of a mild and 
gentle temper ; not eaſily provoked, and yet 
ſo eaſy to forgive, and reward good for evil, 
that it became a kind of proverb concerning 
him; Do my lord of Canterbury a ſhrewd 

turn, and he will be your friend as long as 
| you live.” His candour and ſincerity, faith- 
fulneſs and integrity, meekneſs and humility, 
were admired by all who converſed with him: 
And when he was in power his lenity to the 
papiſts was ſo great, that he was charged with 
remiſneſs and negligence ; but his reply was, 
That men ought to have time allowed them to 
diſentangle themſelves from their prejudices, 
and that in the mean time gentle uſage was 
more likely to have a better influence on them 

than could be expected from rigorous treat- 
ment, —He had, by his interceſſion with king 
Henry, preſerved the preſent queen's life, when 
her father's anger was enflamed to ſuch an ex- 
travagant pitch, and her ruin ſeemed ſo irrevo- 


cably fixed, that neither the duke of Nortolk, 
nor 
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74 The LIE of Archbiſhop CRANMER. 
nor biſhop Gardiner, durſt interpoſe a word 
in her favour, leſt they ſhould periſh with 
her. But the ungrateful queen, forgetting 
this noble ſervice, and his eminent zeal for 
her ſucceſſion, could not reſt till ſhe had 
brought him'to the ſtake. 17 5d 
As to his learning, he was an excellent di- 
| vine; his knowledge in the ſcriptures and fa- 
= thers was equalled by few of his time; he 
was alſo well read in the canon and civil laws, 
5 and not unacquainted with the more polite part 
of learning. He had in two folio volumes, 
; ' , made large collections from the ſcriptures, fa- 
1% thers, councils and ſchoolmen, and digeſted 
* them into common- places, by which he 
bravely juſtified the Engliſh reformation; and 
ſhewed how far the church of Rome had de- 
generated from the doctrine, worſhip and diſ- 
cipline of the primitive church. Theſe valua- 
ble remains, after they had been for ſome time 
loſt, the papiſts endeavouring to have em ſup- 
preſſed, were, in the reign of queen Elizabeth, 
happily recovered by archbiſhop Parker, 
5 


